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Informal Party Groups
In addition to party committees, a variety of informal partisan groups operate 
on Capitol Hill. Among party groups in the House are the conservative 
Republican Study Committee, the liberal Progressive Caucus, the centrist New 
Democrat Coalition, and the fiscally conservative Blue Dog Democrats. The 
conservative Republican Study Committee regularly reserves time at the end of 
the legislative day to spotlight its priorities and successes and to criticize the 
Democrats. Most of the hundreds of informal groups on Capitol Hill are not 

TABLE 6-1  Party Committees in the Senate and House

Committee	 Function

Senate Democratic

Policy and Communications	 Considers party positions on specific measures and assists the 
Center	� party leader in scheduling bills; facilitates communication 

between Senate Democrats and to external audiences
Steering and Outreach	� Assigns Democrats to committees and coordinates policy, 

legislative, and message issues for the Democratic Conference
Campaign	 Works to elect Democrats to the Senate

Senate Republican

Policy	� Provides summaries of GOP positions on specific issues; 
researches procedural and substantive issues; drafts policy 
alternatives

Committee on Committees	 Assigns Republicans to committees
Campaign	 Works to elect Republicans to the Senate

House Democratic

Steering and Policy	� Assists the leadership and Democratic Caucus in establishing, 
implementing, researching, and communicating party priorities; 
assigns Democrats to committees

Campaign	� Works to elect Democrats to the House

House Republican

Policy	� Considers majority party proposals and works for consensus 
among Republican members

Steering	 Assigns Republicans to standing committees
Campaign	 Works to elect Republicans to the House

Note: The official names of the parties’ campaign committees are as follows: Democratic Senatorial 
Campaign Committee, National Republican Senatorial Committee, Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee, and National Republican Congressional Committee.
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